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North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University 

The Lewis and Elizabeth Dowdy Scholars Program 

Dowdy Scholars Award Criteria 

 

The Lewis and Elizabeth Dowdy Scholars Program is a four-year renewable scholarship available to 
incoming in-state and out-of-state freshmen in all majors and academic disciplines based on academic 
performance. The Lewis and Elizabeth Dowdy Scholars Program honors two phenomenal educators, 
the late Dr. Lewis C. Dowdy, the sixth president of North Carolina A&T College, and the first 
chancellor of North Carolina A&T State University, and his wife, Mrs. Elizabeth Dowdy. They served 
the University for twenty-one years including the tumultuous 1960s and 1970s. 
 
The amount of the scholarship award includes other financial aid, scholarships and grants for which the 
recipient is eligible. The scholarship award does not include loans. The Dowdy Scholars Program 
award criteria by category are: 
 
Category 1 Incoming freshman must have a combined SAT verbal and math score of 1200 

or higher or an ACT score of 26 or higher with a weighted high school grade 
point average of 3.75 or higher. This scholarship award will provide 100% of 
tuition, required fees, room (traditional residence hall with double occupancy) 
and board (Meal Plan A). 
 

Category 2* Incoming freshman must have a minimum combined SAT verbal and math score 
of 1100 or an ACT score of 24 with a minimum weighted high school grade 
point average of 3.50. This scholarship award will provide 75% of tuition and 
required fees. 
 

Category 3 Incoming freshman must have a minimum combined SAT verbal and math score 
of 1000 or an ACT score of 21 with a minimum weighted high school grade 
point average of 3.25. This scholarship award will provide 50% of tuition and 
required fees. 
 

 
*Incoming freshmen that meet Category 2 criteria who are valedictorian, salutatorian or a graduate 
from North Carolina School of Science and Mathematics will receive a scholarship award that will 
provide 100% of tuition, required fees, room and board.  Valedictorian and salutatorian status must be 
documented by a letter submitted from the students’ high school principal along with an official high 
school transcript by May 31st of the calendar year of their initial enrollment at North Carolina A&T 
State University. 
 
All eligible incoming freshmen must complete the Lewis and Elizabeth Dowdy Scholarship Program 
application form, the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) annually by March 15th, and 
if selected, the verification and acceptance process.  If Dowdy Scholar is a recipient of additional 
scholarships, grants and other financial aid programs, this scholarship will be reduced to ensure the 
student is not over awarded as determined by the Student Financial Aid Office. 
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Dowdy Scholars award recipients must successfully complete a minimum of 30 undergraduate 
semester credit hours from the university during the fall and spring semesters, annually, evaluated at 
the end of each Spring semester, and maintain 3.30 cumulative grade point average (GPA) to retain 
this scholarship.  All scholarship recipients must annually sign the Lewis and Elizabeth Dowdy 
Scholarship Program Acceptance Form.  
 
Failure to meet any of these requirements will make the student ineligible for receipt of funds under 
Dowdy Scholars Program. Students who are deficient in earning the 30 semester credit hours or 
required cumulative grade point average (GPA) during the fall and spring semesters will have a one 
time opportunity to correct these deficiencies during summer school to regain Dowdy Scholar 
eligibility.  The scholarship funds may not be used to pay for summer school expenses.   
 
Students who study abroad receive 12 semester credit hours.  Consequently, study abroad students will 
be required to earn 27 semester credit hours for the academic year. 
 
Cooperative Education (Co-op) and intern students in non-credit hour programs will be required to 
earn 15 semester credit hours for the semester they are in residence. 
 


