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Chong Pil “Phil” Chang
September 23, 1965 - April 15, 2002

Phil Chang lived the American dream.

Thanks to his family’s hard work, smart
investments and support from the com-
munity, he went from being a poor Korean
immigrant 23 years ago to a successful
businessman with resources he planned to
“give back.”

Chang’s sudden death of a heart attack
at age 36 last April cancelled many of
his plans for the future, but his family is
making sure that his plan to give back isn’t
among them.

In September, the family gave $40,000 to
the High Point Community Foundation to
establish a fund that will provide schol-
arships for local African-American stu-
dents attending North Carolina A&T State
University and Winston-Salem State Uni-
versity. The scholarships will give young
African-Americans an opportunity Chang
never got.

“Phil never went to college himself;” said
his brother-in-law, David Long. “He was
13 when his family came to the United

States and he had to work”
Bveryone in the family - including Phil's
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older brothers John and David, and his !

sister Kristen — worked hard upon arrival.
Cramped in a tiny apartment, sleeping on
the floor, working odd jobs, they raised
money to buy convenience stores in poor
neighborhoods in North Carolina cities

including Greensboro, Winston-Salem and

Burlington.

- Working in Triad-area stores, Phil’s rela-

tionship with customers had none of the
tension that has characterized African-
Asian relations in some cities. It was har-
monious despite the cultural and socio-

economic gap.

“I don’t know what the P.C. way of saying
this is, but he had a lot of black in him,’
Long said. “He really became part of the
community.”

He got to know regular customers names
and preferences, and sometimes even their
personal business.

“He saw a lot of kids who couldn't afford
to go to college - who were smart and
wanted to but just didn't have the finan-
cial wherewithal to make it happen,” Long
says.

The Changs, meanwhile, had come a long
way when it came to financial wherewithal.
They had made enough money to buy a
chain of cell phone outlets and to send
Kristen, Long’s wife, to law school.

“Their family has succeeded and he didn't
want to forget how that happened,” Long
said. “You have to look and see how did
you make it - and it was because of the
community’s support over the years.”

Chang earned that support through his
attitude toward his customers. -

“He didn't look at them as ‘you're black’
or. ‘youre poor or anything like that
Long said. “He looked at them as ‘you're
my customers’ He was really good about

respecting people and treating them well”
Through the scholarships, the Chang family
hopes to keep that spirit alive.

“He dies but his legacy lives on,” Long says.
“He has two kids and a 31-year-old widow,
and it is important that they see his name
being carried forward.”

The path the Changs are taking to preserve
this legacy is an increasingly popular one.
It is an example of what is called a donor-
advised fund, according to Paul Lessard,
executive director of the High Point Com-
munity Foundation.

“These are funds where people come to us
and they have a particular vision in mind
and we become the conduit for them to
achieve that vision,” he says.

The family had choices when it came to
actually establishing the scholarship fund,
but decided to work through the local
community foundation.

One of the last Chang family portraits includes (clockwise
from top right) Hye Joo Chang, Gina Chang, Mia Chang
and the late Phil Chang. '
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