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;  GREENSBORO — As scientists contin-
i ue to investigate the cause of a deadly re-
. cent outbreak, a technology developed at
; N.C. A&T State University has been
snapped up by a corporate partner inter-
ested in helping to prevent future E. coli in-
. fections.

A university official confirmed the deal
. but declined to release specifics.

E. coli has been in the news over the past
- several weeks following an outbreak traced
to spinach grown in central California.
. Three deaths and nearly 200 illnesses have
- been traced to that outbreak.

Tests from the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration have found the E. coli strain in cow
. dung on fields near where the spinach was
- grown, but it is not yet known how the bac-
. teria made it into the food supply.
~ The N.C. A&T technology that may be
- able to help prevent future outbreaks was
- developed by Salam Ibrahim, an associate
. professor in the university’s agricultural
- school. The technology was awarded a

patent in 2005,
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Salam ibrahim, an
associate professor
of food and nutyi-
tional sciences at
N.C. A&T State Uni-
versity, and Aaron
Vannetta, a food sci-
ence major, hold ma-
terials used in testing
small amounts of
foods for e-coli con-
tamination.
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A&T licenses E. coli
‘prevention technology

Ibrahim discovered that a dose of an ex-
tract from the mintlike labiatae plant, in
the right dose and in combination with oth-
er natural ingredients, can inhibit the
growth of E, coli in animal and plant-based
food products.

Ibrahim said the fact that the active in-
gredient is a natural additive should help in
commercializing the technology.

“As consumers we are all looking for nat-
ural ingredients,” Ibrahim said. “We were
able to develop a formula based on natural
ingredients that inhibit the growth of E.
coli, and by doing this we can help ensure
the safety of food.”

Other Triad researchers are also work-
ing on E. coli. In September, for example,
High Point-based nanotechnology re-
search firm QuarTek signed a deal with a
Canadian firm to distribute a new test for
food-borne pathogens including E. coli.
QuarTek was in negotiations with a U.S,
distributor for that product as well.
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